Partnerships Toward Safer Communities Program 

Improving Public Safety 

The Partnerships Toward Safer Communities Program is an initiative of the Ministry of the Solicitor General and is designed to improve public safety in Ontario. This program promotes joint community/industry prevention (mitigation), preparedness and response at the community level to deal with emergency situations involving hazardous materials. The program provides assistance, advice and reference materials for communities to supplement their respective emergency preparedness and response plans. 

A Partnership Approach 

Emergency Measures Ontario, (EMO) a branch of the Ministry of the Solicitor General, is responsible for coordinating provincial emergency preparedness and response arrangements, and is spearheading implementation of the Safer Communities program in conjunction with the Office of the Fire Marshal. The program is targeted at Ontario communities where hazardous facilities are located. 

The Ontario Advisory Council for Joint Community/Industry Emergency Preparedness provides advice and assistance for the program to the Executive Director of EMO. This advisory council is a partnership of federal, provincial, community and industry representatives. In addition, Area Advisory Councils have been formed to help develop local joint coordinating committees in communities with hazardous facilities and materials. To date, five Area Councils have been established in Southwestern Ontario, Southeastern Ontario, Northeastern Ontario Northwestern Ontario and the Greater Toronto Area. These councils are co-chaired by an industry representative and the EMO Area Officer, bringing together representation from the participating communities. 

How to Participate 

There are three levels of emergency preparedness in the program: essential, enhanced and excellent, each with specific criteria for communities to move progressively toward achieving full emergency preparedness. Collectively, the achievement levels help reduce the frequency or severity of major industrial or transportation accidents involving hazardous substances. 

To participate in the program, a community must form a joint coordinating committee consisting of industry representatives, first responders and emergency measures staff. Basic activity includes hazard identification and risk assessment, leading to a plan to deal with a hazardous facility emergency. Once developed, the plan should then become part of a community's emergency plan. Once a community has achieved the goals of one achievement level, it then proceeds toward achieving the next level. 

Recognition Program 

This special recognition program will acknowledge and applaud a community's success in reaching one of the three achievement levels of emergency preparedness as outlined in the Partnerships Toward Safer Communities Program. 

Beginning in 2001, during Emergency Preparedness Week, the Ontario government will present certificates to communities for successful implementation of the Partnerships Toward Safer Communities Program objectives. 

