BOMBARDIER TRANSPORTATION - THUNDER BAY PLANT

Bombardier Inc.'s Thunder Bay Plant has been part of the business life of this City for almost ninety (90) years.  It was built in 1912 by the Canadian Car and Foundry Co. of Montreal, as a facility for the manufacturing of railway boxcars.

After a period of inactivity in the 1920's, the Plant resumed operations in 1936 in a new role, that of aircraft manufacturer.  In the next ten years, more than 2,400 airplanes would flow through the Plant's gates.  During World War II, more than 7,000 people were employed at the facility, including over 3,000 women.

After World War II, "Can Car" remade itself again - this time as a bus manufacturer, producing 4,250 buses of every kind between 1945 and 1958.

From 1956 to 1975, it was time for yet another direction, as the Plant began two decades of highly successful production of highway trailers and of a new model of skidder, the Tree Farmer.

Then, in 1963, the facility made its first venture into the production of passenger railcars.  "Can Car's" first order was from the Toronto Transit Commission - for 164 subway cars.

In the 30 years since those first orders, more than 2,000 passenger railcars have been build at the Thunder Bay Plant.  These have included streetcars, subway cars, as well as coaches for medium and long distance corridors.  Perhaps most noteworthy of the Company's many products has been the Bio-level - a two decker transit car designed and manufactured in Thunder Bay.

Since 1992 the Thunder Bay Facility has been part of Bombardier Inc., a multinational Organization with more than 70,000 employees.

Safety is a priority at Bombardier - and that's why we do everything possible to ensure that the chemicals used in our operations are handled with the greatest care and with full regard for employee safety.

Our Oil Stores, which is the primary location for all chemicals is at a corner of the Plant with walls of concrete blocks separating the Stores from the rest of the Plant, so that any catastrophic explosion will vent outwards.  Inside the room, all oil drums are linked to a ground bar to minimize the build-up of static electricity.

In dispensing chemicals we follow the FIFO System (First In First Out) to ensure that our chemicals don't degrade.  To make this part of the operation easier, supplies are kept on slightly inclined racks to make it easier to push older stock to the front and bring in newer stock at the back.  We have a highly detailed procedure in our Safety Manual for dealing with any chemical spills.  In the Oil Stores, there is also a Chemical Spill Kit containing respirators, blotters, rubber gloves and other equipment that would be needed in the event of a capital spill, and of course, we maintain binders of WHMIS Sheets at six (6) locations in our facility.

No one can guarantee a completely accident free environment, but when it comes to dangerous chemicals, we are doing everything possible to keep risks at an absolute minimum.  It's part of the responsibility of living up at the standards of a world class company like Bombardier Inc.
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